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TEACHING EVALUATIONS

I have served as an independent instructor for the undergraduate Intermediate
Macroeconomics (63 students; in-person) and as a teaching assistant for different courses
at UC Davis.! As an instructor, the average “intellectually challenging” score is 4.1/5, and
the instructor’ “teaching effectiveness score” is 3.6/5. As a teaching assistant, the
“teaching effectiveness score” is 4.3/5. Students’ comments consistently describes me as
approachable, responsive, patient, and easy-to-follow. Some representative comments

include:

o “Everything is clear and well structured.” (Intermediate Macro; Summer 2025,
instructor).

e “Good professor! Always want more example but there is a good amount :)”
(Intermediate Macro; Summer 2025; instructor).

e The TA was very helpful in answering my questions in a patient and
understanding manner. No question I asked made me feel stupid, as they were all
treated the same and given fair consideration. Discussion really helped me
understand the class better and was one of the most useful I've ever had.

(Advanced Macro; Spring 2025; teaching assistant)

I listen to and act on students’ feedback each term to refine materials and meet
their learning needs. I also learn from high-impact teaching practices observed across
faculty members presenting the same material and then tailor my explanations to
effectively convey complex concepts. The encouraging feedback from my students
motivates me to continue growing as an enthusiastic and dedicated educator.

This document is divided into three sections: Section 1 summarizes metrics across
my service as an independent instructor and a teaching assistant. Section 2 highlights
representative, unedited comments from students I have taught, and Section 3 lists all

course evaluations and comments I received over the years.

' T have been a teaching assistant—responsible for holding discussion sessions, office hours, and grading
homework/exams—for the following courses: Intermediate Macroeconomics, International Economic
Relations, International Macroeconomics, International Finance, World Economic History, Advanced
Macroeconomic Policy (for advanced undergraduates), and econometrics (graduate level)
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1. SUMMARY STATISTICS OF STUDENTS’ EVALUATIONS

1.1. As an independent instructor:

Quarter Course Name Overall teaching This course is
effectiveness of the intellectually
instructor challenging.
2025 Summer | Intermediate 3.6 4.1
Session 2 Macroeconomics
1.2. As a teaching assistant:

Quarter Course Name Overall teaching Overall, the TA did
effectiveness of the a good job in this
teaching assistant. course

Spring 2025 Macroeconomic Policy 4.2 4.1
Winter 2025 | International Finance 4.5 4.6
Fall 2024 Intermediate Macro 4.3 4.3
Summer 2024 | Advanced Macroeconomics 3.8 3.7
Spring 2024 Intermediate Macro 4.0 4.2
Winter 2024 | Intermediate Macro 4.4 4.5
Fall 2023 International Macro 4.6 4.6
Summer 2023 | Intermediate Micro 5.0 5.0
Spring 2023 World Economic History 4.2 4.4
Since the Industrial
Revolution
Winter 2023 | International Economics 4.3 4.4
Fall 2022 Econometrics (Graduate) 4.6 4.5
Summer 2022 | World Economic History 4.6 4.7
Since the Industrial
Revolution
Spring 2022 Analysis of Economic Data 4.1 3.7
Winter 2022 | Intermediate Macro 3.8 3.8
Fall 2021 Intermediate Micro 5.0 4.0

Notes: Column (3): Average score for “Please indicale the overall teaching effectiveness of the teaching

assistant” (5 = Excellent; 1 = Poor). Column (4): Average score for “Querall, the TA did a good job in this

course” (5 = Excellent; 1 = Poor).
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2. STUDENTS’ COMMENTS (SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS, UNEDITED)

2.1. As an independent instructor (latest)

Summer Session 2: Intermediate Macroeconomics
e Everything is clear and well structured.
e Good professor! Always want more example but there is a good amount :)
e Overall, the learning process is great. The exam are a little harder then expected,

but the grade distribution are also related to the difficulty of the exam.

2.2. As a teaching assistant (selected highlights, reverse-chronological)

Spring 2025—Advanced Macroeconomic Policy
(for advanced undergraduates; workload equivalent to a first-year graduate macro course)

o jeff was a great TA. discussions supplemented my learning a lot, especially getting
up to do problem parts myself under supervision was nice, as doing the material on
my own was quite wasteful as I can't really know whether im on the right track or
not.

e The TA was very helpful in answering my questions in a patient and
understanding manner. No question I asked made me feel stupid, as they were all
treated the same and given fair consideration. Discussion really helped me
understand the class better and was one of the most useful I've ever had.

e He showed step by step how to do the problems, and even encouraged students to

work in them in section. He was very patient and explained the math well.

Fall 2024—Intermediate Macroeconomics

o “Jeff’s discussion is great, clear solution procedures. Challenging section problems,
and nice guy”

e “I appreciated the enthusiasm Jeff brought to the discussions. I enjoyed that he
would go over specific numerical examples during discussions which I found to be
very helpful with my understanding of the course material. I do wish that he would
review examples from previous exams as I feel like that would have better

correlated with situations and examples we would have seen in our exams”
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o “very helpful ta, always answered questions and would even stay after the

discussion to help more”

Winter 2024 — Intermediate Macroeconomics

e “TA was lighthearted, helpful, and effectively helped answer key questions. He’s
understanding and thoughtful!”

Fall 2023 — International Macroeconomics
e “He goes through the problems clearly and answers all questions, he knows the
material well”
e “He did an amazing job showing us how to solve the problems using the concepts
1

we learned in class

e “Best TA I have ever met.”

Fall 2022 — Econometrics (Graduate)

e “Best TA ever! Jeff is enthusiastic, professional, and goes out of his way to explain
concepts and help students. Keep up the good work!”

o “Jeff is a great TA! I found section to be very useful because we got an
opportunity to solve new questions on our own, and discuss together. I appreciate
how he found those questions and went through them. Jeff is always open to help,
even outside of his office hours, which we all appreciate. Thanks Jeff!”

e “You could tell Jeff cared about our learning”
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3. STUDENTS’ COMMENTS (COMPLETE AND UNEDITED)

3.1. As an independent instructor:

Summer Session 2 — Intermediate Macroeconomics

Everything is clear and well structured.

Good professor! Always want more example but there is a good amount :)
Overall, the learning process is great. The exam are a little harder then expected,
but the grade distribution are also related to the difficulty of the exam.

Overall good

I feel as though the material covered by the professor in lecture is good reflection
of what is covered in the textbook. However, the textbook is very equation-heavy
with a large focus on deriving the equations, and I learn better when the material
is explained using anecdotes which the textbook does a bad job of doing. Also, I
know that this is kind of a dumb thing to complain about because I understand
that it is summer session and the weeks are limited, but it felt like at times, it
would have been helpful to spend a bit more time in lecture covering some of the
more fundamental concepts before going more in depth into the complicated ones.
Despite these I felt that overall, this professor did teach the material that was
covered in the textbook and was present at the office hours I attended.

I feel that some of the material was confusing and I would like more multiple
choice instead of short answer also wording on tests was tricky

I think it would be really beneficial to write things out more clearly instead of
shorthand.

Would organize material in slides and cover examples in more organized way

The recording lectures didn’t have slides in some cases and it was hard to follow if
we missed a class.

Possibly use more examples in class, they helped me understand topics and
concepts

Doesnt help students learn during office hours and is bad at explaining the topic.
There's a reason why the class average for exams is a D.

If the notes and lecture were posted a little bit quicker it would be much better.
Instead of drawing graphs use slide shows. This would make lecture material more

consumable for the students.
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3.2. As a teaching Assistant

Spring 2025 — Macroeconomic Policy

jeff was a great TA. discussions supplemented my learning a lot, especially getting
up to do problem parts myself under supervision was nice, as doing the material on
my own was quite wasteful as I can't really know whether im on the right track or
not.

The TA was very helpful in answering my questions in a patient and
understanding manner. No question I asked made me feel stupid, as they were all
treated the same and given fair consideration. Discussion really helped me
understand the class better and was one of the most useful I've ever had.

He showed step by step how to do the problems, and even encouraged students to

work in them in section. He was very patient and explained the math well.

Fall 2024 — Intermediate Macroeconomics

“i liked this ta, they were very nice and helpful”

“Excellent! TA will explain the material in really clear way, and also provide some
tips for us to answer question in better way.”

“The discussions were quick but pretty dense. It was sometimes hard to follow
because we moved so quickly. But I appreciate how the material was broken down
and applied”

“Jeft’s discussion is great, clear solution procedures. Challenging section problems,
and nice guy”

“TA is kind and funny.”

“very helpful ta, always answered questions and would even stay after the
discussion to help more”

“I appreciated the enthusiasm Jeff brought to the discussions. I enjoyed that he
would go over specific numerical examples during discussions which I found to be
very helpful with my understanding of the course material. I do wish that he would
review examples from previous exams as I feel like that would have better
correlated with situations and examples we would have seen in our exams”

“Easy-going guy.”
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Summer 2024 — Advanced Macroeconomics
e “Very willing to assist”
e “I really enjoyed Professor Cheung’s consistent discussions and felt that the

discussions were really useful and productive”

Spring 2024 — Intermediate Macroeconomics

o “Jeff. You are so cool. It tells me to evaluate you, so I shall do so. Now, I'm a big
believer in scales not going past the max (like 12/10) because then nothing means
anything.”

e “he explains the class very well, slight accent but it’s understandable as it’s just a
lot of math. Answers any questions concisely and well”

o “Jeff is very Tnowledgeable, and thoroughly explained the discussion questions. He
sometimes explained questions in a way that differed from the answer key, which
gave me another perspective in understanding the content”

e “He’s got style. His chain watch, his high cuffed jeans, his aura. He’s got smarts.
His various highlighter colors, his knowledge of Greek letters. He’s got grit. His
determination to keep teaching despite vacant eyes staring back at him. That’s all.

Peace out wooop woopppp and wuff wuff”

Winter 2024 — Intermediate Macroeconomics

e “TA was lighthearted, helpful, and effectively helped answer key questions. He’s
understanding and thoughtful!”

e “I did not attend, but when I emailed him he was very helpful! Grading was
punctual and fair”

o “Jeff Cheung was a helpful TA

e “This course — poised to be one of my hardest this quarter, was easy to
understand, fairly graded, and incredibly helpful in my journey through economics.
The professor is legendary — and among one of the best I've had here at Davis.”

o “Jeff was a pretty solid TA, although at times he overcomplicated simple subjects.”

e “Reviews and breakdowns of concepts help students with overall understanding.”
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Fall 2023 — International Macroeconomics

“He goes through the problems clearly and answers all questions, he knows the
material well”

“He did an amazing job showing us how to solve the problems using the concepts
we learned in class!”

“Best TA I have ever met.”

“His explanations for questions weren’t the most clear and sometimes I ended up
being more confused than what I initially started with”

“Thank you, Jeff for helping us with our homework!”

“Sometimes material was covered too fast and I didn’t have enough time to digest
what was going on”

“I think it’s better for him to split his office hour into two days rather than two
hours within one day.”

“The section could have more time for students to discuss ,introducing some
examples as extension for lessons.”

“always there to help”

“Always helpful in office hour!”

Summer 2023 — Intermediate Micro

N/A

Spring 2023 — World Economic History Since the Industrial Revolution

“Discussion section was very helpful for studying material and understanding and
conceptualizing the material learned in class.”

“He’s awesome!”

“Jeft is a god. The summary materials helped so much in preparation for exams,
and I am really grateful for the time and effort Jeff put into ensuring his students’
success (even if half the people don’t show up to discussion).”

“He was very helpful.”

“I really like the way you hold the review session and helped me to study the
material. Thank you so much.”

“Jeff has been one of my favorite Tas. He is always very helpful in office hours and

willing to make his discussion sections fits student’s needs”
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“I don’t know if it was because of the morning section, but the lectures were really
hard to focus on. I felt like too much time was spent on a given subject, but I also
think that was meant to have students engage with the material. The class itself

and the concepts were really cool otherwise.”

Winter 2023 — International Economics

“Thank you for reviewing homeworks. This was helpful”

“Jeff was really helpful throughout this entire quarter. I appreciated his discussion
section. It helped me better understand the material”

“Jeff was very nice and helpful over the course of the quarter.”

“Really understanding of students.”

“Extremely helpful”

“They were really helpful and provided many OH for students in need. Explained
everything in details as well.”

“This guy is super easy with his explanation.”

“Jeff was a great TA”

“Jeff was always helpful.”

“Jeff was the best TA T've ever had”

Fall 2022 — Econometrics (Graduate)

“Jeff is the best TA in the world. He helps even in the weekends or anytime you
need a help! I couldn’t have a better TA. He’s from my Cohort I knew he would a
greater professor but he surprised because he’s so much better than expected.”
“Jetf explains very well and has a great disposition. I appreciate the time he gives
us in the discussion sessions to try to solve the problems before him. Sometimes I
would limit that time a bit to avoid running out of time for when he review the
problems.”

“You could tell Jeff cared about our learning”

“Jeff, you did an excellent job. I really appreciate all what you did. It was
extremely useful, and I enjoyed the TA sessions. Thank you very much.”

“He is responsible and smart and diligent. And he is willing to correct his small
mistakes which surprise me a lot. Overall, He did a good job!”

“Thank you for your hard work and kindness!”
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o “I found Jeff’s discussion sections to be very helpful. I often referred back to my
notes from section. I do think Jeff should keep closer track of what we are
discussing in class. He often asked us questions on material that we had not
covered yet. In general, Jeff was very, very helpful and enthusiastic when
answering questions, but sometimes he said “If you get it, then you get it. If you
don’t then you don’t,” when he did not know how to explain something, which I
did not find particularly helpful.”

o “Jeff is a great TA! I found section to be very useful because we got an
opportunity to solve new questions on our own, and discuss together. I appreciate
how he found those questions and went through them. Jeff is always open to help,
even outside of his office hours, which we all appreciate. Thanks Jeff!”

e “You could tell Jeff cared about our learning”

e “Thank you for the quarter Jeff. You did a great job!”

o “Jeff- you were a phenomenal TA. You made discussions interesting, useful, and
fun. Thank you! Good luck to you!”

e “Best TA ever! Jeff is enthusiastic, professional, and goes out of his way to explain
concepts and help students. Keep up the good work!”

o “Jeff was absolutely fantastic at making the material understandable.”

o “He is good!! Thanks for hardworking, and best wishes!”

e “We only have 50 minutes of discussion section. Do not spend 15 min watching us
thinking on exercises. Go to the exercises from the beginning so we can cover more
(and better) content.”

e “Discussion 10nowled on the prelims more than on the current state of the course
(lecture, problem sets or book chapters). Most people liked it, but I thought it was
a lot of wasted time. My review was mostly good, I just think the format of the

discussion was useless to me.”

Summer 2022 — World Economic History Since the Industrial Revolution
e “TA provided review sheet for the course with detailed explanations. Activity
engaged in discussion. Useful responses regarding the inquiries.”
o “Jeff is a great TA.”

e “Great and patient!”
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Spring 2022 — Analysis of Economic Data
e “I like how during the discussion sections changed to work on the problems by

hand which really helped during the midterms.”

Winter 2021 — Intermediate Macro

o “Jeff was a great TA. I feel like I learned a lot from him and he helped make
everything make sense. I would’ve been so lost without discussion section
recordings/ attending discussion session.”

e Good!

e Fair enough!

e He helps me solve the questions on time.

o “I attended Sean Kim’s TA section because I liked the structure and the way he
conducted practice problems. Jeff was very knowledgeable and helpful in this
subject, but I understood the material more when I attended Sean’s discussion

sections.”

Fall 2021 — Intermediate Micro

e “he is very clear on explaining some things that confuse the students”
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